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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-18, 21-24, and 26-27 allowed. The drawings filed 1- 
21-99 are acceptable. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



The present invention includes independent claims 1, 12, and 17. Claim 1 recites 
a computer implemented actual coasting method for collecting and presenting an actual 
coast of manufacturing an item or performing a service. Claim 12 recites a computer 
system to compute an actual cost of manufacturing an item or performing a service from 
collected actual coats incurred while manufacturing an item or performing a service from 
collected actual costs incurred while manufacturing the item or performing the service, 
Claim 17 recites a machine readable medium having stored thereon data representing 
sequences of instructions which, when executed by a computer system to perform 
steps. 

Conway is considered the closest prior art. Conway discloses a computer 
implemented actual costing method for collecting and presenting an actual cost of 
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performing an activity. Actual costs of performing at least one of: a job performed, an 

item manufactured or an item purchased, is collected. A cost source identifier is created 
for each collected actual cost and storing collected actual costs. 



Conway does not disclose the claimed combination including: 
In claim 1: 

creating a unique cost source identifier data structure for each collected actual 
cost, each created cost source identifier data structure including a plurality of attribute 
fields; 

populating one of the plurality of attribute fields of the created cost source 
identifier data structure with the collected actual cost; 

storing the populated cost source identifier data structure in a memory of a 
computer; 

associating each unique cost source identifier data structure to a step carried out 
while manufacturing the item or while performing the service; and 

organizing and storing the cost source identifier data structures within the 
computer as a hierarchical structure that is modeled on: 
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a structure of the item manufactured or a sequence of operations carried 
out while performing the service; 

implementing a selected accounting costing method for actual cost 
collection and a selected accounting costing method for actual cost presentation 
by accessing and selectively traversing the hierarchical structure, the selected 
accounting costing method for actual cost collection being independent of the 
selected accounting costing method for cost presentation. 

In claim 12: 

a plurality of processes spawned by said at least one processor, the processes 
including processing logic for: 

collecting actual costs of performing a job, manufacturing an item and/or 
purchasing an item, 

creating a unique cost source identifier data structure for each collected actual 
cost, each created cost source identifier data structure including a plurality of 
attribute fields; 

populating one of the plurality of attribute fields of the created cost source 
identifier data structure with the collected actual cost; 

storing the populated cost source identifier data; 
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associating each unique cost source identifier data structure to a step carried out 
while manufacturing the item or while performing the service; and 

organizing and storing the cost source identifier data structures as a hierarchical 
structure that is modeled on: 

a structure of the item manufactured, or 

a sequence of operations carried out while performing the service; 
implementing a selected accounting costing method for actual cost 
collection and a selected accounting costing method for actual cost 
presentation by accessing and selectively 

traversing the hierarchical structure, the selected accounting costing 
method for actual cost 

collection being independent of the selected accounting costing method 
for cost presentation. 



In claim 17: 

collecting, in substantially real time, an actual cost of each of a plurality of 
constituent items or operations affecting a cost of manufacturing an item or performing a 
service; 
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creating a unique cost source identifier data structure for each collected actual 
cost, each created cost source identifier data structure including a plurality of attribute 
fields; 

populating one of the plurality of attribute fields of the created cost source 
identifier data structure with the collected actual cost; 

assigning each collected actual cost to a unique logical structure associated with 
a corresponding one of said items or operations; 

storing each populated cost source identifier data structure to create a 
hierarchical organization of cost source identifier data structures configured to allow the 
actual cost of the activity to be ascertained at any stage of a performance thereof, the 
hierarchical organization being modeled on a structure of the item manufactured or a 
sequence of steps carried out while performing the service. 

For these reasons claims 1,12 and 17 are deemed to be allowable over the prior 
art of record, and claims 2-7, 9-11, 14-16, 18, 21-24, and 26-27 are allowable by 
dependency. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alain L. Bashore whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6739. The examiner can normally be reached on about 7:30 am to 5:00 pm (Mon. 
thru Thurs.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Meeks can be reached on 571-272-1423. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alain L. Bashore/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1762 



